
The Tudor Reformation 

 Year 7 History 

  

Religious and Political changes 

in Tudor Times 

 

Have people always agreed on 

who the most significant Tudor 

monarch was? 

Tudors reigned 1485-1603 - An historical event, issue or person can be identified as 

significant if it affects many people at the time or in the future. 

 

  

 

 

 

              Henry VII            Henry VIII          Edward                Mary I                Elizabeth I 

             1485-1509          1509-1547      1547-1553           1553–1558           1558–1603  

Historical periods occur around the world at the same time.  

• For 118 years, The Tudors ruled Britain during a fascinating and fast-changing century. 

• A time when European explorers such as: Francis Drake, Christopher Columbus began sailing across the Atlantic Ocean for the first 

time, searching for new routes to China and the East. The New World: Caribbean islands, and the Americas were discovered. 

• The result was a shift in the distribution of power and wealth from the East to Europe and Western supremacy that we still see today.  

• Change in power resulted in clash of cultures, the establishment of European empires as well as rivalry, piracy, and many wars. 

• Renaissance period: paintings such as the Mona Lisa and The Last Supper by Leonardo Da Vinci.  

• Scientific developments: Copernicus discovered the Earth and planets orbit the sun, before then people thought Earth was flat!  

There are differing perspectives and relationships between different groups.   

The great religious split in the Christian Church, where new Protestant beliefs challenged the authority of the Pope and the practices of the 

Catholic Church. Both Europe and Britain saw fierce conflict between the Protestant reformers and the power of the traditional Church. The 

Catholic vs Protestant struggle continued throughout the 16th century and well beyond. During the period a radical Protestant movement 

emerged - the Puritans. 
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Henry VII restores stability uniting house York and Lancaster through marriage ending the War of the Roses.  
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Henry VIII’s breaks with Rome, the Reformation and the 

Dissolution of the Monasteries had profound and long-lasting 

effects. 1534 sees the Act of Supremacy. 
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Elizabeth I establishes The Religious Settlement and the “middle way”. 1559 sees the Act of Uniformity. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Since the reign of Henry VIII, Elizabeth’s father, 

religion had been a point of conflict. In order to 

marry Elizabeth’s mother, Anne Boleyn, Henry had 

divorced Catherine of Aragon which meant 

that Catholics did not see Elizabeth as a rightful 

queen. They believed that Henry had been lawfully 

married to Catherine of Aragon when Elizabeth 

had been born. Her sister, Mary, had made Roman 

Catholicism the official religion of the country, but 

most of the people were Protestant. There was 

also a growing number of Puritans. Elizabeth had 

to find a compromise to try to bring together these 

different groups and ease religious tensions. When 

Elizabeth had come to the throne in 1558, she 

sought a ‘middle way’ between Catholics and 

Protestants. The Elizabethan Religious Settlement 

of 1559 was deliberately vague and gave little 

direction on the way religion should be practised. 

This meant that as long as the people recognised 

Elizabeth’s supremacy over the Church and used 

Book of Common Prayer, they were safe.  
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1588 Spanish Armada is defeated by the English lead by Sir Francis Drake 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The greatest challenge to Elizabeth was first sighted in the English Channel 

on 29 July 1588. This was the Spanish Armada, a fleet of armed ships sailing 

towards England in a crescent formation. Partly because of religious differences, 

and partly because of English interference in Spanish affairs in the New World  

and the Netherlands, King Philip of Spain decided to invade England and  

attempt to overthrow Elizabeth. 
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TEST YOUR KEY KNOWLEDGE 

1 Name the Tudor monarchs in order of their reign. 

Bonus point if you can state the total years of the Tudor dynasty. 

1) Henry VII                      4) Mary I 

2) Henry VIII                     5) Elizabeth I 

3) Edward VI                    Bonus – 118 years 1485-1603 

2 Name something else that was happening in the world during Tudor times. 

✓ Exploration by Europeans led to the discovery of the 

Americas. 

✓ A shift in power and wealth from the East to Europe. 

✓ Establishment of European empires. 

✓ Renaissance period. 

3 
True or false? 

Conflict during Tudor times was mostly due to the differing perspectives and 

relationships between the Roman Catholics and Protestants.  

True 

4 How and why did Henry VII restore stability? 
He married Elizabeth York uniting House Lancaster with House 

York to end the War of the Roses.   

5 Why did Henry VIII sell the monasteries? For land for his nobles and money from their valuables.  

6 Why did Henry VIII want a divorce that the Catholic Church denied him? 
So that he could marry whoever he wanted and hopefully have 

a son with Anne Boleyn.  

7 Why was religion so important? 
It was linked to politics and you had to worship the monarch’s 

faith to be deemed “loyal”. 

8 Which Tudor monarch tolerated both faiths and introduced the “middle 

way”? 
Elizabeth I  

9 Who was victorious in the battle between Spain and England? 

Bonus, in what year? 

Elizabeth I, England defeated the Spanish Armada. 

Bonus 1588. 

10 What is a Puritan? 
An extreme Protestant who wanted stronger reforms against 

the Catholic way of life. 

11 What did the Act of Uniformity do? 
Make everyone use the Book of Common Prayer in English 

and not in traditional Latin that the Catholics used.  

12 Which Tudor monarch was a devout Catholic? Mary I (not be confused with her cousin Mary Queen of Scots). 

 


